[image: ][image: ]
[bookmark: _GoBack]THE SKIN MAN

Written By: 
Jerome (Jay-M) Mabuka & Simone Gordon


Darkness - Knight

A petrified sound of an exhausted out of breath woman can be heard in the background running through what sounds like tree branches. From the middle of the screen a faint, barely lit flash light struggling to stay on makes its way rapidly through thick tree branches. The flashlight switches off and on, unable to maintain its dim flare. As the light turns on again, a barely visible silhouette of a woman running through what seems to be a pitch black forest can be seen moving away from the flash light. The exhausted petrified sounds become more constant as the flashlight dimes out again. A twig is heard snapping, followed by a gasp of breath and what sounds like a heavy impact. 

A moment of silence before the unknown figure holding the flashlight is heard closing in through the branches. Flickering on and off, the flashlight, now losing its power is seen lit over the woman who appears to have tripped through the panic. Regaining her consciousness, she gains enough strength to lift her face from the ground and face the figure holding the light.

The flash light dimes out again. Injured and unable to run she screams but the scream becomes muffled as if being gaged, silence then immediately ensues and the screams are heard no more. The light fades back on and is seen projected over the woman’s face with a white moist handkerchief next to her head. Gloved blood smeared hands appear in front of the flashlight holding a small cordless drill and a sharp revolving blade. As the light continues to fade on and off, the woman’s head is scarcely seen being surgically cut from her shoulder bones and placed into what appears to be an iced container. The light then loses its power as it fades out into darkness. 

A light appears once more, this time it’s a bathroom light bulb being switched on. The camera cuts to a young boy flashing the toilet as he exits the bathroom in his pajamas and makes his way downstairs…

It was an early part of the summer break and all the kids were off school. Dad had a pre-arranged appointment in the next coming days with the honors board and was very excited about the possibilities of receiving a recognition award for his highly praised work.

A lot of family activities have been overlooked due to Dads busy working schedule. Arguments would often flare out between mum and dad because of this. Both the son and daughter would at times carry ill feelings towards the father for consistently breaking his promises. 

Dad had vowed to do all he can not to let the family down by missing this long awaited family vacation. Everyone was in a good mood and was looking forward to for the first time in a long time, being together as a family at this fun-packed theme park.

After having a wonderful breakfast that mum had so pleasingly served up, they all proceeded to load their packed bags into the boot of one of dads many prestigious vehicles. Unbeknown to the kids, Dad and mum were having a private disagreement about him possibly having to cut the trip short in order to make his meeting with the honors board in the next coming days.

Everyone is ready to go, given that they would be away for a week dad checks all the windows and makes sure all the electrics are turned off before closing the front door. He then walks over to the car and joins mum and the kids before setting off!

Feeling a bit hungry, they made a pit stop for a bite to eat at an Ice cream parlor. Mum and dad were even getting along great, until dads phone rang during dessert. When things were going to get noisy between mum and dad, Margaret and I could usually tell, we were just  two years apart in age and extremely close, I guess this was due to the life we lived; full of drastic changes, wealth, domestic violence and nannies from all over the world.

Dad used to travel frequently, mum used to bake cookies all the time - and cry a hell of a lot.
On route to the theme park resort mum is still unhappy about dads’ decision to cut the trip short. With the music on and the kids singing along in the back, they continue the conversation and within a few seconds, tensions rise. With the sudden change of atmosphere, the kids become alarmed and worried. Dad has an unapologetic demeanor towards the disagreement, as he feels his reasons for having to cut the trip short are in the best long term interest of the family.

With the car moving at high speed, the conversation rapidly morphs into an argument. Dad gets a sudden onset of anger and frustration, and with these emotions his attention and focus diverts away from the road to the argument and mum. Mum, shaken by the anger in dads voice begins to panic; the kids are scared, frantic and are begging the parents to stop. They approach a roundabout but dad does not see it closing in… Suddenly, as if by a click of a finger, they have a full on impact with a delivery truck on the roundabout.

(This was a tragic fatality which left both kids parentless at a very young age) 

After the tragic death of their parents, Joseph and Margret went to live with their Grandparents from the mothers’ side.

During his childhood Joseph was often scorned and picked on by his peers both in and outside of school. He sometimes felt unfairly reprimanded by his parents due to his over sensitivity. Feeling like somewhat of an outsider, he would occasionally spend time alone trying to find answers to some of his many question marks. Through this occasional solitary pondering, he gradually began to develop a fixation for the human skin.

After spending most of his teenage years with his sister under their grandparents’ wings, Joseph eventually went to University and graduated with an honors degree in Medical Science, before beginning his career with one of the best dermatological companies in the country.

Being a workaholic like his father, most of his time is spent engaged in cosmetic research and personal inventions, something else Joseph was well known for. However, unlike his father Joseph was not married and did not have any interest in children. He was however, most definitely a lady’s man. There was no doubt about that, in fact Joseph was somewhat of a womanizer. He would easily lure woman and men to his luxury home quite regularly.

Joseph was around 5 foot 8 inches tall with dark graying hair thick as a native Cyprian. He carried himself well, always dressed the nines with designer wear, usually from boutiques he visits in Milan and Paris. He often also received gifts from some of his more established clients.

With his career intact and a burning devotion to make history in Medical Science, Josephs’ work ethic is never under question. Within time, he quickly begins to attract attention from his employers as well as various media outlets. He had spent considerable time researching the possibilities of creating a world renowned process that could be introduced to the world as an answer to aging, as well as undesirable skin conditions.

Being a highly valued employee, Joseph has unsupervised access to various departments at his work institution. This provides opportunities of obtaining various items that can help in his research. Knowing that his employers would not sanction his requests in this regard, he is careful and takes cautious steps in being discreet with his tenacious examinations. 

Within time, Joseph stumbles on what he believes to be the Holy Grail of discoveries. Unable to believe his good fortune, he realizes that he has potentially discovered something that could be revolutionary in the world of medical science and beyond.  After various theoretical examinations, he is under the impression that this new discovery is feasible in principal, but practical tests would be required for a clear measure of accuracy. This he felt, was the only way he would get an accurate gauge on the full potential of his new encounter.

And so with this unavoidable next step, he faces a new moral dilemma: In order for the practical tests to be carried out, access to various types of human skin would be needed, as well as live human hosts on which the skin would be transferred to.

Joseph firmly believes that the benefits of perfecting this new innovation far outweigh the dangers, and the lives of the victims that would be required for these monumental tests. Not having access to human skin, he decides to kidnap and de-skin various men and women. This new unexpected exercise in his research impresses upon Joseph an unbelievable sense of guilt and paranoia, which he struggles to keep under control. More discreet measures are adopted as his extracurricular activities mount up.

Given the methodology, ethical, moral and legal implications of his new discovery, Joseph knows all too well the perils that await him should his active engagements become public knowledge. With this in mind, his expertise in secrecy morph to an unbelievable level, as he begins to apply his hideously acquired skin grafts onto unsuspecting private clients. With this, his success rate takes an incremental shift.

Before long, the whole world including the medical science profession honor Joseph as the best dermatologist there has ever been. With wealth beyond his wildest dreams, and an endless list of powerful clients from all over the world, most of whom prefer to keep their treatment strictly confidential; Joseph becomes ever more convinced in his moral justification behind his viscously guarded secret.

Unable to absolutely win his inner moral battle however, he reaches a conclusion that it may help to isolate his victims. By targeting the mentally insane, suicidal men and women, as well as convicted felons ostracized by society, Joseph felt more at ease with his actions.

After sometime, a public panic emerges as more and more news outlets report a rise in missing persons on a scale that has never before been seen. Without any clues as to the whereabouts of the missing persons, a number of conspiracy theories emerge and some go viral. Leading to a rise in crime as various opportunists use this unexplained phenomenon as a cloak to carry out their own personal vengeance. As one of the many conspiracy theories becomes prominent, the government of the day is forced to re-assure its citizens that the current state of affairs happens to be an isolated situation, and is not an attack from any other country or planet.

In order to maintain order and calm, a distinctive public investigation is launched by the Police force, which subsequently leads to an introduction of special measures.

Throughout this gradual public panic, Joseph is still receiving and treating clients who are unaware of just how their undesired skin conditions are being treated overnight. The clients are usually treated in isolation, and are made aware by Joseph that they would be rendered unconscious throughout the procedure. Given his high industry praise and reputation, they would all agree, but would all be unaware that they had woke with another persons’ skin merged to their body…
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